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Community legal centres in NSW

Specialist Centres NSW

* Animal Defenders Office (ADO)

* Arts Law Centre of Australia

* Australian Centre for Disability Law
*  Australian Pro Bono Centre

*  Environmental Defenders Office NSW (EDO) /-\
* Financial Rights Legal Centre n ‘

«  HIV/AIDS Legal Centre (NSW) (HALC) Wil

* Human Rights Law Centre ,

* Immigration Advice and Rights Centre (IARC) REDFERN

* Intellectual Disability Rights Service (IDRS) LEGAL CENTRE

* Justice Connect

* National Children’s and Youth Law Centre (NCYLC)

*  Public Interest Advocacy Centre (PIAC)

* Refugee Advice and Casework Service (RACS)

DEFENDING THE ENVIRONMENT
ADVANCING THE LAW

——

* Seniors Rights Service (SRS) v’
* Tenants’ Union of NSW
*  Thiyama-Li Family Violence Service GiadlEL e

*  Welfare Rights Centre
*  Wirringa Baiya Aboriginal Women’s Legal Centre
*  Women'’s Legal Service NSW

Generalist Centres

Central Coast Community Legal Centre ‘)
Elizabeth Evatt Community Legal Centre y KLC
Far West Community Legal Centre

Hume Riverina Community Legal Service
Hunter Community Legal Centre

Illawarra Legal Centre

Inner City Legal Centre

Kingsford Legal Centre

Macarthur Legal Centre

Marrickville Legal Centre

Mid North Coast Community Legal Centre
North and North West Community Legal Service
Northern Rivers Community Legal Centre
Redfern Legal Centre

Shoalcoast Community Legal Centre

South West Sydney Legal Centre

University of Newcastle Legal Centre

Western NSW Community Legal Centre

kingsford legal centre

larc

Immigration Advice
& Rights Centre Inc.

Western Sydney Community Legal Centre $\\\‘.’//é
. N
elizabeth evatt 7\

community legal centre
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Evidence of legal need in NSW
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Figure 2: Catchment regions, Greater Sydney

Low and Juslice Foundation of NSW Oclober 2018
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History & philosophy
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40th
Birthday

Celebrations

19 - 20 November 2015

Commemorative

Booklet

Community legal centres in NSW
have been around for 40 years.

https://www.clcnsw.org.au/history-of-CLCs

Community
Legal Centres

NSW

NN\ s,

Community Legal Centres

R\

First Evaluation Report

Trouble with

\&\\\
government decisions?

June 1987 |

A submission

to the NSW Attorney General
on an

Administrative Decisions Tribunal In NSW

from the
Combined Community Legal Centres Group (NSW)

January 1907
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Macarthur Legal Centre celebrates
30 years of reaching out to care
for community

In 1982, a group of female legal
activists founded Australia’s first
legal service for women. The
Women'’s Legal Resources Centre
(WLRC) was established to
promote access to justice through
the provision of legal services, law
reform, and community legal
education; particularly for women
disadvantaged by social and
economic circumstances.

In 2016 we became the Women'’s
Legal Service NSW
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Hlstory & phllosophy

2007

A LONG WAY TO EQUAL

AN UPDATE OF “QUARTER WAY TO EQUAL:
A REPORT ON BARRIERS TO ACCESS TO
LEGAL SERVICES FOR MIGRANT WOMEN".

For more
information
contact:
Director

Combined Community
Legal Centres'

Group. NSW

Suite 3B,
491 Elizabeth Street
Surry Hills, NSW 2010

Ph: (02) 9318 2355
Fax: (02) 9318 2863

2002

Women
and the
Law

Election
Agenda

eCl%

Combined Com

nity
Legal Centre: Sy p NSW

Community legal centres developed out of a
concern that many people in the community
were prevented from accessing legal

assistance because of cost or other barriers.

The founders of the community legal centre
movement recognized that many legal
problems stemmed from, or are exacerbated
by social and economic disadvantage or
exclusion and can have enormous impact on
may aspects of people’s lives beyond the need
to resolve and immediate legal issue.

Community legal centres have developed with
a philosophy of holistic and accessible
provision and the need to be proactive in
addressing the root causes of the legal
problems people experience. This is resulted in
multidisciplinary teams within community
legal centres , which may include community
development workers, social workers, lawyers,
researchers and educators.
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Legal need

* Based on income and education, almost 1 million people in

NSW require legal assistance each year.
* From the 2008 Law Survey:

How many legal problems did What were their legal

people experience in 12 months? problems about?
‘ Other Consumer

2 Crime
victim

Govcm“mH )

ouss

ment Money & .
Credit/Debt

9% of our population experience
65% of the legal problems

What did people do when
they had a legal problem?

g

183

@ Sought non-legal advice

@ Handled without advice
Took

@ Sought legal advice
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The NSW Legal Assistance Sector

Legal A

Legal Aid
Commission

- Government
funded and run.

- Traditionally
criminal, moving
into civil, family,
etc.

- Can formally
help bottom 7%

‘ : I Aboriginal Legal Service (NSW/ACT) Limited

Aboriginal Legal
Services

- Aboriginal community
organisations in each
state.

- Largely government
fungeg J

- Help Aboriginal &
Torres Strait Islander
people

Community
Legal Centres

NSW

Community legal
centres

Community owned
and run.

Funded by
gover_nments, grants,
onations, etc.

Help those Legal Aid
can’t or won’t.

Almost 200 individual
CLCs across Australia.

Also Law Access, Family Violence Prevention Legal Services, WDVCAS, TAAS, etc.
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Priority Client Groups

* people experiencing economic hardship

e children and young people

e Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people

e people in custody

e peoplein rural or remote areas

* people who are culturally and linguistically diverse
» people with a disability and mental illness

* people over 65 years

* people with low education levels,

* single parents

* people experiencing, or at risk of, family violence
* people experiencing, or at risk of, homelessness

10
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NSW CLASS data 2017/18 Clients
by priority group

H'hold with dependent children

Homelessness indicator

Outer regional and remote

Family Violence

Disability/Mental lliness

Culurally and Linguistically Diverse

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

Financial Disadvantage

Age 65+

Age 18-24

Age 0-17

o

5000 10000 15000 20000 25000 30000 35000 40000
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NSW CLASS data 2017/18
Community legal centres services by
law type

R
—

m FamilyLaw = Civil law = Criminal Law




NSW CLASS data 2017/18
clients by gender

B Male B Female M Neither male or female B Unknown
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A. Research community’s legal needs

¢ Identify dsadvantaged groups with high legal

needs in geographic or specialist area, via census,

other data and legal need literature

Monitor CLC's current client services

Monitor data of other legal services

Identify “gaps”: where groups with high legal

needs are not accessing legal services at B. Plan service delvery

expected rate or are facing systemic injustice e Determine desired outcomes
e Considerequity and

D. Evaluate service Community Legal Centre consistency
defivery against Strategic Service Delivery Model e Use community development
planned outcomes approaches
o identify preventative, early
intervention and capacity
approaches
C. Deliver Services
through a range of
activities, such as:
Partnerships Chent Develop Community Legal info Community Test Law or
and services: accessible strengthening and legal case/ policy
collaboration information, services to projectse.g. resourcesin education strategic reform
between CLC, referral, reach key leadership plain litigation
other legal advice, groupse.g. training, Englsh and
and welfare casework outreaches, consumer appropriate
services, and CALD /ATSI particpation languages
government positions groups

14
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http://www.clcnsw.org.au/

